Announcements
Disciple Bible Study. Disciple Bible Study tonight at 5:00 p.m.
Youth Meeting. The Youth will meet tonight at 5:30 p.m. and Wednesday night at 6:15 p.m.

Bible Study. Please join us for Bible Study Class each Wednesday at 4:30 p.m. in the Huckaby Class. If you
have any questions or need any additional information, please call Bob Helms@ 295-2973.

Church Council. The Church Council will meet this Wednesday Night, December 9" at 6:30 p.m. in the Ruth
Bible class. If you would like to be put on the agenda, please email mfdisher@charter.net or
Debbie@bereafriendshipumc.com.

Inspiration Group. The Inspiration Group will meet on December 10", at 11:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall
for a covered dish lunch and exchange of white elephant gifts.

Men’s Club. The Men’s Club will meet on December 12" at 7:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall to discuss plans
for the coming year. Don’t forget those Yard Sale Items we are collecting for the yard sale in March and if you
need them picked up call Ronald Failor at 294-9755.

If you know of someone who needs help with their yard please let the Men’s Club know.

Youth Breakfast. Please join us next Sunday, December 13™ at 8:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall for breakfast
with our youth! We always have a great time and a wonderful meal!

Morning Circle. The Morning Circle will meet on December 15", at 11:30 a.m. in the Quilt Room and then
will go out to eat at West Family Restaurant and a short meeting. Jane Walker will have the devotion.

Shalom Circle. The Shalom Circle will meet at Pattie Humphreys home on December 15™ at 6:30 p.m. for a
covered dish meal. We will be collecting can food items for our missions.

Wednesday Night Supper Menu: Baked Chicken, Green Beans, and New Potatoes, Mixed Fruit, Rolls, and
Brownies. Beverages included are: Tea, Water and Coffee.
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December 7 Buddy Stover
December 8 Betty Palmer
Joan Zepf
December 11  Garl Revis
December 12 Miller Bogan
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Berea Friendship
United Methodist Church

8001 White Horse Road
Greenville, SC 29617
Office Phone: 864.246.4311
Pastor’s Home: 864.228.0476
www.bereafriendshipumc.com

2" Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2009
10:30 a.m.

The mission of Berea Friendship United Methodist Church is to glorify our
Lord by serving all people equally, welcoming those in search of a loving
and supportive church family.



Welcome to Berea Friendship United Methodist Church!

If you are new to our community, we hope you will participate in our service as you are
comfortable. An asterisk (*) indicates that you are invited to stand as you are able. Bold print
indicates that you are invited to join the community in reading aloud those passages that are
indicated.
Please take a moment to sign the Worship Attendance Pad that is found in your pew.
Welcome to this assembly of the people of God!

THE PRELUDE Sinfonia (Handel)
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

GREETING AND SERVICE NOTES

TRINITY CHIMES

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus (Croatian Folk Song)

*HYMN - No. 213 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
*OPENING PRAYER

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray

Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and

prepare the way for our salvation. Give us grace to heed their warnings and

forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our

Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
(Lighting of a purple candle.)

Reader: "In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, 'Do not be afraid; for see--1 am bringing you good news of great joy for
all the people™ (Luke 2:8-10).

Reader: Today we remember the shepherds, workers for the common good, steadfast watchmen isolated and
alone, far from the warmth of home, doing the job no one wants. And yet God saw them, God valued them,
and God declared the greatest news of all to them alone.

People: Today we give thanks for the shepherds among us, back-breaking laborers on whom our
economy stands, those we overlook or rarely see, yet rely on for our very survival, the ones who have
much to teach us about watching for God in the darkness.

Reader: On this second Sunday in Advent, we light the second candle as a symbol of the shepherds, agents
of the gospel and redeemers of the world.

Response — No. 206 (stanza 2) I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

FIRST LESSON - pg. 1490, 950 Malachi 3:1-4
CHORAL ANTHEM In the Singing (Carlton Young)
*GOSPEL LESSON - pg. 1016, 1593 Luke 3:1-6
SERMON “Even the Well Off are Well Off” Dr. Keith Ray, Il

SILENT PRAYER

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

CHORAL RESPONSE Two-fold Amen (Dresden)
OFFERTORY Adagio (Arne)
*DOXOLOGY - No. 95

CELEBRATING HOLY COMMUNION Pg. 15

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

*HYMN - No.384 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

*EXTINGUISHING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES
*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING

CHORAL BENEDICTION - No. 665 Go Now in Peace (Natalie Sleeth)
(The congregation is invited to sing)

Go now in peace, go now in peace,
May the love of God surround you everywhere,

Everywhere you may go.

*POSTLUDE Good Christian Men, Rejoice (Young)



The flowers placed in the church today are for the glory of God and in memory of Dorothy Revis by Garl
Revis and family.

OTHERS TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER Claire Rebecca Philpot, Joe Philpot, Vera Hunt, Helen
Yockey, Carolyn Hunter, Nick Nichols, Bob Donaldson, Libby Wingate, Georgiana Dougherty and her
neighbor, (Bobbie Brown), Edith Bynum, and her sons Carl and Jerry, Margaret Rivers, Eunice Looper,
Mildred Huckaby, Rachel Palmer, Mildred Pollard, Steve Hester’s mother, (Elva Hester), Jake Moorehead,
Juanita Sherlin, Doris Williams, Katrina Earnest Collins, Lisa Nichols, Jan Vaughan, Nora Brown, Mike &
Laura Brown and their Family, (Mac) Benson McWhite, Barry Childs, Laura Brown’s brother (Rick
Wham), Steve Dixon and family (friend of Rick Greer), Jayne Ferrer’s nephew (Rusty Pearson), Walter
Vaughan, Lloyd Turner’s mom (Elizabeth Lanford), Myrna Turner’s mom (Mary South), Cindy Hester’s
parents, (Tom and Bobbie Speck), Doris Hunt, Bobby Taylor, The Bryan Clark family (friends of Parks
Evans’ family), Patti Taylor’s mother and father (Andy & Margaret Watts), Myra Clements, Gwen
Vaughan, Lucy Hughes, and Elmo Mann.

Last Day To Order Your Poinsettia! If you would like to purchase a poinsettia or many poinsettias for
Christmas, please fill out the sheet and return it to us with your money today. The poinsettias will be placed
in the church next Sunday, December 13th and December 20th. We will have Red Poinsettias with white
ribbons. The cost will be $8.50 per plant. We need all orders in by today.

A Service of Lessons and Carols. The choir will perform “A Service of Lessons and Carols” next Sunday,
December 13", Please don’t miss this time to enjoy the beautiful music of the holidays.

Sympathy. The Pastor and congregation express their deepest sympathy to Patti and Jim Humphreys upon
the death of their first cousins. Jim’s first cousin James Kid Humphreys passed away on Monday,
November 23" and Pattie’s first cousin, Barbara Schneider died on Monday, November 23" also.

Thank You. Thank you for your cards, visits, calls, food, and prayers during my recent operation. |am
blessed to have such a loving church. God Bless you all! EImo Mann

Thank You. Dear Church Members: Your thoughtfulness in remembering mother on her 101st birthday was
so appreciated. She enjoyed each and every card. We are grateful for your remembrance of her on this
special event in her life. She remembers each of you with love and enjoys hearing from you. Our deepest
appreciation, John & Lillian Paxton

Thank You. On behalf of Meals on Wheels | wanted to thank Terri McCloud and the members of Berea
Friendship United Methodist Church for all they did over the Thanksgiving weekend. You not only
provided a hot meal, but also the human contact which is so needed during the holidays. Your service was
in the true spirit of Thanksgiving.

Casseroles. You are in luck! The Quilters still have some of their delicious casseroles for sale. The price
and availability lists are posted on the doors at the back of the sanctuary.

For Your Information

Attendance for November 29'": S.S.- 55 Worship — 111
Financial Report for November 29":

Received for Budget $5,112.15
Received to-date in Nov. for Budget $23,625.94
Received for Good Samaritan Fund $225.00
Average attendance for November (5 Sundays)

Sunday School - 56 Worship — 122

Financial report for November (5 Sundays)

Received for Budget $23,625.94

Needed for Month $23,766.05

Needed for Year $228,154.08

Received to-date $201,286.28

Received to-date for 2010 Budget:

44 Pledges for $128,714.00

It is not too late to turn your estimate of giving card in. Place it in the offering plate or mail to the
church office, attention Financial Secretary.

Christmas Offering Envelopes. Our Christmas Offering Envelopes are placed in the pews for our missions
offering. This offering helps to give support to United Ministries and other places that we help during every
year.

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR:
The ministry of the Church extends to God's children of every age and we at Berea Friendship are blessed to
be able to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with young and old alike. But in today's world we must
always be aware of issues of safety when caring for children, youth, and vulnerable adults. That's why our
South Carolina Conference has required all United Methodist Churches in our state to adopt a "Safe
Sanctuary Policy" outlining our safety measures in our ministries with the young and/or vulnerable. This
policy includes a mandate to secure criminal background checks on all church volunteers who work with
children, youth, and vulnerable adults. As your pastor, I, too, am subject to regular criminal background
checks as a way of ensuring we are taking appropriate steps to maintain high standards of safety for those
who worship God in our local churches. If you are a volunteer with children, youth, or vulnerable adults,
please fill out the necessary paperwork as required by our Berea Friendship policy.
Our Safe Sanctuary Coordinator, Nancy Neal, will provide you with a packet of information to complete this
process. Return the three required forms to Nancy as soon as possible. Be assured that background checks
are completely confidential and will be held secure. Also, if you would like to schedule a time to talk with
me about our safety measures or any concerns you may have, please call.
We are implementing this Safe Sanctuary Policy for the safety of all members and while it is somewhat
inconvenient, we believe it will help us ensure a place of safety for all who participate in the ministries of
Berea Friendship United Methodist Church.

Blessings,

Pastor Keith






