
Announcements 

Disciple Bible Study. Disciple Bible Study will not meet tonight or December 27.

Youth Meeting. The youth will not meet again until after the first of the year.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.  There will be no Wednesday Night Bible Study on December 23rd.

Choir Practice.  The Choir will not meet on Wednesday, December 23rd.

Quilters Meetings Canceled.  The quilters will not be meeting until January 5th after the holidays

Christmas Eve Service.  Our Christmas Eve Service will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 24th.

Christmas Offering Envelopes.  Our Christmas Offering Envelopes are placed in the pews for our missions 
offering.  This offering helps to give support to United Ministries and other places that we help during the year.

Office Closed.  The office will be closed on Thursday, December 24th and Friday, December 25th.

Newsletter Deadline. Today is the last day for articles to go in the January newsletter.

Trustee Meeting.  The trustee’s will meet after the morning service for a brief meeting on January 3rd.

Wednesday Night Supper Menu: No Wednesday Night Supper this week or December 30th.

December 20 Jim Humphreys
December 22 Diane V. Sentell
December 26 Martha Smith
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The mission of Berea Friendship United Methodist Church is to glorify our 
Lord by serving all people equally, welcoming those in search of a loving 

and supportive church family.



Welcome to Berea Friendship United Methodist Church!

If you are new to our community, we hope you will participate in our service as you are 
comfortable.  An asterisk (*) indicates that you are invited to stand as you are able.  Bold print
indicates that you are invited to join the community in reading aloud those passages that are 
indicated.

Please take a moment to sign the Worship Attendance Pad that is found in your pew.
Welcome to this assembly of the people of God!

THE PRELUDE Reflections on the Nativity                    (Carter)    

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

GREETING AND SERVICE NOTES                                                                

TRINITY CHIMES

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP             Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus       (John Zundel)
               
*HYMN – No.234                               O Come, All Ye Faithful
                                                           
*OPENING PRAYER

                   The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray
Almighty God, you inspired the Virgin Mary, mother of your Son, to visit   Elizabeth and 
assist her in her need. Keep us open to the working of your Spirit, and with Mary may 
we praise you for ever. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES

"In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. All went 
to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the 
city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David" (Luke 
2:1,3-4). 

Today we remember Joseph, worn-out traveler and worried husband, doing what was necessary for the sake 
of his family, the burden of poverty stifling his hope in the promise of God. There was no room for him, yet 
he knows to whom he belongs. 

Today we give thanks for the Josephs among us, migrating far from home when there is no choice, 
fiercely devoted to the ones they love, unwavering in their belief that there is room for all in the 
kingdom of God.

On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we light this candle as a symbol of Joseph, who knocks at the door, 
ready to take his place among royalty. 

( We light two purple candles, the rose candle, and the last purple candle.)

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

RESPONSE – No. 206 (stanza 3)                                                    I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  

FIRST LESSON – pg. 922, 1445                                                  Micah 5:2-5a

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MOMENT

CHORAL ANTHEM                  Once in Royal David’s City                  (Henry Gauntlett)
                                              

*GOSPEL LESSON – pg.1013, 1588                                                                                Luke 1:39-56
                        

SERMON                                                           Mary’s Poor Grammar                             Dr. Keith Ray, II

MOMENTS OF SILENT REFLECTION

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – No. 881                       The Apostles’ Creed

*HYMN OF COMMITMENT – No. 230                                       O Little Town of Bethlehem

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

CHORAL RESPONSE                          Two-fold Amen                                               (Dresden)

OFFERTORY    O Holy Child                                             (Ferrari)        

*DOXOLOGY – No. 95

*HYMN – No.189                          Fairest Lord Jesus
                                                                            
*EXTINGUISHING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING



CHORAL BENEDICTION – No. 665                     Go Now in Peace                                    (Natalie Sleeth)
                                                                    (The congregation is invited to sing)
                                Go now in peace, go now in peace,
                                                            May the love of God surround you everywhere,

                          Everywhere you may go.

*POSTLUDE                             In Dulci Vubilo           (J. S. Bach)

The flowers placed in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God and in honor of Anne-Marie 
Failor’s 15th birthday and in memory of our grandmother’s Anne Failor & Marie McNeace by Vickie and 
Ronald Failor.

Please join us for our covered dish lunch following the morning service in the fellowship hall.

OTHERS TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER  Claire Rebecca Philpot, Joe Philpot, Vera Hunt, Helen 
Yockey, Carolyn Hunter, Nick Nichols, Bob Donaldson, Libby Wingate, Georgiana Dougherty and her 
neighbor, (Bobbie Brown), Edith Bynum, and her sons Carl and Jerry, Margaret Rivers, Eunice Looper, 
Mildred Huckaby, Rachel Palmer, Mildred Pollard, Steve Hester’s mother, (Elva Hester), Jake Moorehead, 
Juanita Sherlin, Doris Williams, Katrina Earnest Collins, Lisa Nichols, Jan Vaughan, Nora Brown, Mike & 
Laura Brown and their Family, (Mac) Benson McWhite, Barry Childs, Laura Brown’s brother (Rick 
Wham), Steve Dixon and family (friend of Rick Greer), Jayne Ferrer’s nephew (Rusty Pearson), Walter 
Vaughan, Lloyd Turner’s mom (Elizabeth Lanford), Myrna Turner’s mom (Mary South), Cindy Hester’s 
parents, (Tom and Bobbie Speck), Doris Hunt, Bobby Taylor, The Bryan Clark family (friends of Parks 
Evans’ family), Patti Taylor’s mother and father (Andy & Margaret Watts), Myra Clements, Gwen 
Vaughan, Lucy Hughes, Elmo Mann,  Pattie Humphreys, and Jose Ferrer’s mother (Thelma Ferrer).

For Your Information
Attendance for :December 13th:           S.S. - 59                                                           Worship – 130
Financial Report for December 13th:  Received for Budget                 $3,536.40

Received to-date in December for Budget $10,783.05              
Received for Christmas Offering      $147.00

       Received for Good Samaritan Fund      $125.00                                                                


