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A Note from the Pastor

When | was in seminary (many years ago!), | worked as an intern in Atlanta’s city hall.
Each week | would leave the comfort of Emory University and travel by bus and MARTA train
to a city councilman’s office and do what his assistant asked me to do. Many weeks I did office
work. | filed. | returned calls. | put things away. Over a few weeks, however, | worked with
other students in researching the issue of healthcare in Atlanta, specifically looking at the prob-
lem of persons who had no health insurance. While there were safety nets for many of the
city’s poorest citizens, there were hundreds of others who either could not get insurance or who
had to pay premiums that were beyond their reach.

I think I related to this project partly because of my own experience as a person living
with Type 1 diabetes. | even explored what it would be like to get insurance for myself as a
person with a “pre-existing condition.” The results were not good and | gave thanks for the
privilege of serving in a church that provides opportunities for health coverage for its pastors.
The cost for me to insure myself was far beyond my ability to pay. A few years later, when |
was diagnosed with kidney cancer, | knew that my chances of finding insurance coverage be-
yond a group policy were almost nonexistent.

Maybe my own life experience makes me aware of the need for our nation to have con-
versations about how best to provide health care to our citizens. But I like to think there’s an-
other reason why this issue is important to me. My Christian faith compels me to consider
God’s intention for all of his children to have access to care. Take a moment to read Matthew
9:2-9. Notice that Jesus’ ministry includes forgiveness and healing. The Christian church has
always embraced a ministry of caring for the sick, following in the footsteps of our Lord. We
have started hospitals, supported clinics, and helped to train healthcare professionals. So we
must consider how our faith speaks to the need for healthcare reform in our land this day.
When so much of the conversation is reduced to persons shouting at one another and political
operatives and healthcare corporations bending the truth for personal advantage, | hope we will
not forget to consider our faith story as we consider what is best for our community and nation.

Jesus was often condemned for healing people on the Sabbath. Let’s not leave his story
out of our discussion and discernment as we seek to understand a complex, difficult, and expen-
sive issue. Read the newspaper, watch the news, and visit the websites. But read the Bible, too.
Listen to the healing words of Jesus, and pay particular attention to his care for those who were
left out. How can the church speak to the issue of healthcare in a way that is pleasing to the
God who longs for healing in our lives, body and soul? We may have to stick our neck out a
bit. But isn’t that part of what it means to be a disciple?

Blessings to you,
Pastor Keith




February 01 Jack Wingate
Lloyd Turner
February 03 Rebecca Ray
February 04 David Enter
February 05 Terry Bikas
February 06 Jane Walker
February 07 James Ferrer
Kenneth Tucker
February 11 Justin Bayne
February 12 Junior Neal
February 14 Charles Myers
February 16 Patti Enter
February 17 Doris Williams
February 20 Georgiana Dougherty
February 25 Joanne Hagberg
February 26 Jessica Martin
Pastor Keith Ray
February 28 Natalie Brown
Alyssa Dosser
Summer Rawson

Read the Bible Through in 2010
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February 03
Barbara & Jim Durham

February 12
Shanna & Wilson Creswell

February 14
Terry & George Bikas

February 17
Carol & Stanley Dunn

February 27
April & Andy Gray

Feb 1: Ex 7-9

Feb 2:
Feb 3:
Feb 4:
Feb 5:
Feb 6:
Feb 7:
Feb 8:
Feb 9:

Ex10-12
Ex 13-15
Ex 16-18
Ex 19-21
Ex 22-24
Ex 25-27
Ex 28-29
Ex 30-32
Feb 10:
Feb 11:
Feb 12:
Feb 13:
Feb 14:
Feb 15:
Feb 16:
Feb 17:
Feb 18:
Feb 19:
Feb 20:
Feb 21:
Feb 22:
Feb 23:
Feb 24:
Feb 25:
Feb 26:
Feb 27:

Ex 33-35
Ex 36-38
Ex 39-40
Lev1-4
Lev 5-7
Lev 8-10
Lev11-13
Lev 14-15
Lev 16-18
Lev 19-21
Lev 22-23
Lev 24-25
Lev 26-27
Num 1-2
Num 3-4
Num 5-6
Num 7
Num 8-10

Feb 28/29: Num 11-13




Our Church Family

Thank You. Thanks so very much for the
prayers, food, telephone calls and beautiful
cards. Thanks also to Pastor Keith for the
prayers and hospital visits. It is a blessing to
be a member of Berea Friendship United
Methodist Church. God bless each of you.
Myra Clements

Note. Heather Philpot has a published es-
say, named, "Still life" Heather's essay was
published in a lady's magazine called "Skirt
Magazine.”

You may read it on line at,

Sympathy. The Pastor and Congregation express their
deepest sympathy to Jim and Veronica Yockey and Greg
and their families upon the death of Jim & Greg’s mother
Helen Yockey, who passed away on Wednesday, January
13" We also want to express our sympathy to Pam Ste-
venson, Helen’s granddaughter. Helen was 101 last August.

www.skirtmagazine.com.
Look under essay.

Thank you very much for your gift to Meals on
Wheels of Greenville. We are grateful for your sup-

Offering Envelopes. The 2010 Offering Envelopes are
on the table in the narthex. They are in alphabetical order
and if you don’t find one with your name on it, please let
Mrs. Teat know and she will issue you a set.

port of our mission to enhance the lives of home-
bound neighbors by providing nutritious meals, per-
sonal contact and related services.

Liz Seman, Executive director.

Thank you. On behalf of the board, staff and clients
of Safe Harbor, | would like to thank you for your
donation on 1/1/2010. Your gift is a vital part of our
effort to provide hope and healing to those families
who have been directly impacted by domestic vio-
lence.

Casseroles.

We still have some casseroles in the freezer. If you
would like to purchase some of these delicious casseroles.
Please let the quilters know.

Safe Harbor charges no fees for our services, so your
gift will assure that victims will continue to receive
the help they so desperately need to start a new life.
Kindest regards,

Becky Callaham

Executive Director

Thank you to all who have completed the "Safe
Sanctuary" forms.

Remember, due to insurance regulations and United
Methodist conference directives, all who are in minis-
try with children and youth must complete an applica-|
tion form and background check. Please see Nancy
Neal for more information and appropriate forms.

Thank you. The Triune Mercy Center would like to thank
Pastor Keith and all his friends at Berea Friendship UMC
for the many gifts and services we received at the Triune
Mercy Center. Your gifts make it possible for us to con-
tinue our mission of sharing God’s love with the needy and
homeless in Greenville. Our outreach ministry includes
meals, bible studies, groceries, clothing, hygiene items and
drug and alcohol rehabilitation referrals which continue to
grow.

May God bless you all for your generosity and for your
caring spirit.

Sincerely,

Deb Richardson-Moore

Pastor/Director

Thank You
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Girl Scouts Quilters 10:00 Bible Study 4:30 p.m.
. WNS 5:30 p.m.
6:00p.m. Youth 6:15 p.m. Quilters 10:00 Girl Scouts
Trustee Meeting 6:30—8:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Choir 7:30 p.m.
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Communion Sunday Bible Study 4:30 p.m. UMM Sweetheart
S$.5.9:30 a.m. A WNS 5:30 p.m. ) Dinner at 6:00 p.m.
uilters 10:00 . uilters 10:00
Worship 10:30 a.m. Q vouth 6:15 p'mi Q
Church Council
e i 6:30 p.m.
Disciple Bible Study Choir 7:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
Youth 5:30 p.m.
- 7]
14 éf"i ) k@g 16 17 18 19 20
Youth Breakfast 8:30 ! 5 Bible Study 4:30 p.m. Girl Scouts
S.S.9:30 am. o i ) ) WNS 5:30 p.m. . . .
Worship 10:30 am. *k}-ﬂl?ﬂn“ﬂ?b{’;* Morning Circle Youth 6:15 p.m. Quilters 10:00 6:30—8:00 p.m.
Disciple Bible Study Quilters meet after | Shalom Circle 6:00
5:00 p.m. the circle p.m.
Youth 5:30 p.m. Choir 7:30 p.m.
Transfiguration of the Ash Wednesday
Lord ) Service at 6:30
Happy Valentines Day p.m.
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
S.S.9:30 am. Girl Scouts Bible Study Inspiration Group | 26-28 SC UMM SC UMM Spiritual
Worship 10:30 a.m. 6:00 p.m. Quilters 10:00 4:30 p.m. 11:30 a.m. (BBQ Spiritual Life Re- Life Retreat in
Covered Dish after ’ WNS 5:30 p.m. meal catered from | treatin Columbia, Columbia
the morning service Youth 6:15 Henry’s). Jerry SC at the Radisson
Disciple Bible Study Book Club 6:30 Stepp will enter- Hotel & Convention
5:00 p.m. p.m. tain us with his Ctr.
Youth 5:30 p.m. Choir 7:30 p.m. singing. Topic is “The

28

S.S.9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

Disciple Bible Study
5:00 p.m.
Youth 5:30 p.m.

Strength of Christ”
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“A RESPONSIVE REFLECTION” h
TRANSITIONS

by: Harriett Jane Olson who is deputy general secretary for the Women's Division. Article taken from January 2010 Re-
sponse Magazine

Have you ever wondered why we think our “resting” state should be stillness, rather than move-
ment, flexibility or change? We have the interesting responsibility of translating a text that was written with the
image of a flat, static world, into the language of movement. To do this, we must see movement as the “norm”—
something that creates strength and life, rather than something that interrupts our being still.

When the poetry and hymns of the Psalms were being written, it made sense to the poet and to the people to speak
of strength in the “roots of the mountains” and the spread of the blessings of God to the “ends of the earth.” The
ancients viewed the mountains as being “rooted” in the base of the universe below, and the distant edges, or ends,
circumscribed the world. The inbreaking of God was viewed as making the mountains shake or smoke, not earth-
quakes or volcanoes. Today we know that some mountains are volcanic, some are created by the movements of the
plates of the earth and some are remnants of a glacial past. Molten rock, water and other sorts of not very “solid”
mass are at the base of the mountains. In fact, the mountains do move — at a pace too slow for us to observe. Still,
we know that what keeps the universe together is not mass as much as it is motion — gravity from the rotation of
the earth; energy from the cycling of the stars, suns and planets; positively and negatively charged ions in the atom.
The whole system is actually moving.

What if we thought of our lives, our communities and our relationships that way? They are always growing and
changing, even in small ways, so that they remain in relationship with each other. In fact, if our relationships didn’t
grow and change, the movements around us might fracture them.

Those of us who have moved from one community to another know this. For a while, you can continue to worship
at the same church or go to the same doctors, hairdressers and restaurants, but pretty soon, you begin forming new
relationships. It is too long a drive to run back and forth, or you can’t depend on taking care of haircuts or doctors
appointments when you return to visit. Relationships change. Some of us — clergy families, service personnel,
staff members of large companies who are transferred from location to location — have learned to do this. Others
of us wait until we are pushed to make the changes.

Would it make it easier if we thought of change as “normal?” If we recognized that our circle membership, unit
membership or employment were more likely to change than to remain “still,” would we plan for it? What would
that planning look like? Families experience change through marriages, births, adoptions, divorces and deaths —
even those relationships that we work hard at maintaining are subject to change. When the changes are small we
can imagine that everything is holding constant. But once the dating son or daughter announces an engagement, or
the new baby is born, or the loved one dies, the change is seismic.

While we’re always “in motion” in our relationships, some of these life moments of seismic change are times when
our members and our potential members may need United Methodist Women the most. Someone needs to know
there is still a place for her in the circle now that she is an empty-nester. Someone else needs to know retirement
might be an entry-point into new areas of involvement in our organization. Still others need to know graduation
from their college unit doesn’t mean graduation from United Methodist Women. Can we support our sisters
through their transitions? Some of our grant programs focus on these transitions — welfare to work, release from
prison, farming adaptation in the midst of climate change, etc. — but our organization must be equally alert to op-
portunities for “local mission.”

We are always teaching, always learning, always caring, always being cared for. Each member of United Method-
ist Women knows membership has been different for her at different stages of her life. That’s how living organ-
isms work: they move, and change and adapt. Isn’t it wonderful to be part of an organization that is moving,
changing and adapting too? This will keep us in sync with our living faith, firmer than the roots of the mountains,
indeed!




MISSIONARIE HIGHLIGHTS
The UMW prayer focus for February is on the Nutrition Center in Kamina, Democratic Republic of the
Congo. The center offers meals to malnourished children and their mothers, along with educating them on
nutrition and agriculture. This program is funded by United Methodist Women with additional training
provided by the United Methodist Committee on Relief.
The UMW also sent birthday cards to missionaries Elaine Landis and Theresa Moyer in Kentucky.

OUR CIRCLES
The Morning Circle will meet on Tuesday, February 16,, 2010 at 10:00 A.M. in the Quilters Room.

The Shalom Circle will meet on Wednesday, February 17, 2010 at 6.30 P.M. in the Ruth Bible Class.
UPCOMING UNIT EVENTS

Week of Prayer & Self Denial Breakfast

We will have our Week of Prayer and Self Denial Breakfast on Saturday, March 6, 2010 at 9:00 A.M. in
the social hall. The cost of the breakfast will be $5.00. Our guest speaker will be Donnie Whitlock, father
of our CDC worker, Marie Campbell. He is a missionary. We will collect pop top food items for Triune
Mercy Center as our mission project.

Dates to Put on Your Calendar

Saturday, May 8, 2010 - Mother-Daughter Tea at Twigs on Woods Lake Rd., Watch for more information
Tuesday, August 17, 2010 - Covered Dish Education Program at 6:30 P.M. in the social Hall
Tuesday, October 19, 2010 — World Thank catered dinner 6:00 P.M. in the social Hall

We will be doing our Special Mother’s Day and Father’s Day Recognition again this year. The donations
will be given to our 5 missions: Killingsworth, Johns Island, Bethlehem Center- Columbia, Bethlehem
Center — Spartanburg, and Wallace Family Life.

FLAVORING AND CUTLERY

We have new flavors of flavoring available. If you would like to check them out, see Pat Teat or Vickie
Failor. Also, we have our stainless steal cutlery available. We have received new shipments of knives and
flavoring. We have also added some cake mixes, dip mixes, and soup mixes.

Greenville District and Conference UMW Calendar of Events
] Mar 18 Legislative Day, Mt. Horeb UMC, Lexington, SC
0 Apr 3 Day Apart, Asbury Hills, Sue Owens Speaker
O Apr 30-May 2 UMW Assembly, St Louis, Mo
0 May 21-22 Lake Junaluska Spiritual Growth Retreat, Session 1 and Session 2
[0 Jun 5 Come Together, Be Together, Woodland UMC, Rock Hill, SC
[0 Jul 22-25 SC Conference School of Christian Mission, Sptg. Meth. College
Sept. 18. 2010 - Greenville District Annual Meeting — Berea Friendship UMC- Greenville, SC
[0 Oct 22-23 SC Conference UMW Annual Meeting, Belin UMC, Murrells Inlet, SC
] Nov 14 District UMW Executive Meeting




HEALTH AND WELFARE NEWS

February 5, 2010 is National Wear Red Day, millions of people will choose to wear red and speak
up against heart disease. It gives women and men everywhere a way to show their dedication and
support of the cause, and empowers them to take action for their health. And it gives them the op-
portunity to honor the women in their lives by sharing this lifesaving information

Go Red For Women invites your company or organization to hold a Wear Red Day event on Na-
tional Wear Red Day, or any other day. It’s fun, it’s meaningful and it’s a great way to boost mo-
rale and build team spirit. It’s also a great way to boost morale and build team spirit. It’s also a
great way to show your concern for co-workers, family members and friends, and empower them to
take action and speak up against heart disease.

Wear Red Day is Easy and Fun!

Go Red For Women makes it easy to promote and hold your own Wear Red Day event with its free
Wear Red Day Toolkit. Downloadable instructions will guide you with your plan and will provide
you with fact sheets, posters, tools and tips to help make the most of your campaign. Visit GoRed-

ForWomen.org/WearRedDay to sign up for your free online toolkit.
R
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What’s Happening at Greenville Hospital System:

Vascular Screenings— Ultrasound screenings for common vascular disorders, such as stroke, ab-
dominal aortic aneurysm and peripheral arterial disease on January 22, Feb. 5, 12, and 19 by ap-
pointment only each test is $40.00. To register call 1-877-GSH-INFO (447-4636).

Vein Screenings— the Vein Center is offering free consultations and screenings on January 22, Feb.
5 and 19, and March 12 for those concerned about varicose and spider veins. To register, call 4-
VEIN (8346).

Calcium Scoring— The Vascular Health Alliance is offering a calcium score screening for $99.00.
The purpose of the screening is to assess risk for coronary artery disease. To schedule a screening,

call 4-2800. You will need an order from your doctor.




February 2010 EVENTS P

UNITED METHODIST MEN’S

UPCOMING EVENTS

February 13" — Valentine’s Dinner 6:00 pm

Tickets are on sale for $10.00 per person; see Ronald Failor or any
Methodist Men for tickets. Nursery will be provided.

February 26™ thru 28" — The SC UMMEN Spiritual Life Retreat
The topic of the retreat is “The Strength of Christ” and it will be
held in Columbia, SC.

March 13" Men’s Breakfast 7:30 — 9:00 am

March 19" & 20" Men’s Yard Sale

The times will be 8:00 till 8:00 on Friday and 8:00 till 1:00 on Sat-
urday.

If you have items to be picked up call Ronald Failor at 294-9755
April 10™ Men’s Breakfast 7:30 — 9:00 am

April 23" and 24" - Greenville District Asbury Hills Retreat
Guest Speaker for the weekend will be Rev. David Beam from

Pineville, NC.

Wednesday Night Suppers

Please join us every Wednesday Night at 5:30
p.m. for a time to fellowship. Please sign your
name on the sign up sheet on the back doors of
the sanctuary on Sunday, if you plan to attend on
Wed. night. The price will be $6.00 for adults
and $4.00 for children. Meals include meat, 3
sides, tea, water, coffee and dessert.

The menu is on the back page of the newsletter. If
any of our CDC parents or employees would like
to sign up for our Wednesday Night Suppers, we
have put a sign up sheet on the CDC bulletin
board inside the entrance door to the nursery.

Church Council
Our Church Council will meet on February
10th at 6:30 p.m. in the Ruth Bible Class.
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The United Methodist Men invite you to a
Valentine’s Dinner on Saturday, February
13, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. in the social hall.
The cost of the dinner is $10.00 per person.
The Menu will be Steak, Baked Potato,
Salad, Rolls, and Cheesecake. Beverages
included are: Tea, coffee, water.

Tickets will be available for purchase
through Sunday, February 7, 2010. If you
would like to attend, please see a member
of the Men’s Club for tickets.
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Trustee Meeting
The trustees will meet on February 3rd at
6:30 p.m. in the Huckaby Class Room.

BOARD ' TRUSTEES

Youth Breakfast
The youth will have breakfast on February
14th at 8:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall.
Louth =2
=

FETLOW SHTP

Ash Wednesday. We will gather for a special time of worship on
Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. as we observe the
beginning of the season of Lent. Come join the Berea Friendship
family as we remember our dependence upon God's grace.

ASH WEDMEFDRY

Bible Study
Please join us every Wednesday night for a time

together with our friends to study the Bible. Bob
Helms leads us in learning more about God’s
Word. The Bible study starts at 4:30 pm. For
questions, please call Bob Helms at 295-2973.
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Bible Study

Book Club
The Book Club will meet on February 24th at 6:30 p.m. in the fellow-

Inspiration Group. The Inspiration Group will
meet on February 25th. Our guest will be Jerry
Stepp and he will entertain us with his singing
voice. We will meet at 11:30 a.m. and will have a
Bar-B-Q meal catered by Henry’s.




Prayers and Concerns

Ruth Brock
Edith Bynum
Carl Bynum
Myra Clements
Shirley Dickson
Hilda Hagins
Lucy Hughes
Pattie Humphreys
Doris Hunt
Jewell Hunt
Vera Hunt
Carolyn Hunter
Connie LaParl
Louvina Leach
Eunice Looper
Jackie Lumsden
Jake Moorehead
Benson & Martha McWhite

Nick & Dot Nichols

Rachel Palmer

Claire Philpot

Joe Philpot

Margie Philpot

Margaret Rivers

Jan Smith & Family

Martha Smith

Bobby Taylor

Doris Williams

Jack & Libby Wingate

Jan Vaughan

Walter & Gwen Vaughan

Rick ~Wham

Jim, Veronica, and Greg Yockey and Family

Prayer list update. Beginning January 31 we will be re-
working our prayer list to make an effort to keep our prayer
requests up to date.

Therefore, we will begin to remove names from the prayer
list after four consecutive Sundays unless there is a request
to keep the name on the list for a longer period of time.
Some names will be listed as "permanent,” including those
who are shut-in or who face long-term challenges. Also, we
want to encourage you to use this list of names in your pri-
vate prayer each week. In summary, we never want to re-
move names of persons who seek the prayers of our people.
But we also want to keep a current list that is accurate and
up to date. You are always invited to call the church office
and request adding a name to the prayer list or extending
the length of time a name appears on the list. Let us be in
prayer for one another.

EARTHOUAKE
VICTIMS
NEED YOUR

HELP!

As you know, a major earthquake hit Port-au-Prince, Haiti
causing widespread destruction. Millions of people are
affected and thousands are feared dead. The United Meth-
odist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is assessing the
needs and responding to this extreme crisis. UMCOR asks
for prayers for all who are affected by the disaster. If you
would like to make a financial contribution to the relief
efforts in Haiti, you may do so through our church. Simply
write "HAITI" on the memo line of your check or enve-
lope. Every dollar of your contribution will go to the peo-
ple of Haiti when you give through the United Methodist
Committee on Relief.

Health Kits for Haiti. In addition to financial resources,
the United Methodist Committee on Relief is requesting
"Health Kits" for use in Haiti. These simple kits can be
easily assembled in a one-gallon plastic bag and cost less
than $12 per kit. Specific instructions are available on the
table in the back of the church if you or your class/ group/
organization would like to participate in assembling these
kits. The Greenville District will arrange delivery of these
items in the near future.




Menu for Wednesday Night Supper

February 3

Fried Chicken
Macaroni & Cheese
Baked Beans

Slaw, Rolls

Apple Cobbler

Tea, Water, Coffee

February 10
Chili, Salad

Fresh Fruit
Cornbread
Cookies

Tea, Water, Coffee

February 17

Ham, New Potatoes
Fried Okra

Apple Salad, Rolls,
Chocolate Cake
Tea, Water, Coffee

February24

Mesatloaf, Potatoes
Black-eyed Peas

Fruit, Rolls

Banana Pudding

Tea, Water, Coffee

Expenses 2009 $30,388.66
Expenses Jan-Dec. 2009 $242,142.09
Average attendance for January
(only 4 Sundays) S.S. - 54
Worship - 106
Financial report for January (only 4
Sundays reported)
Needed for Budget  $19,688.84
Received for Budget $14,673.88
Received for “Haiti Relief Fund”

$984.00
Those Who Serve in February
Stewardship Jim Rawson
Altar Guild Laura Gould

Trustee of the Month Junior Neal

Nursery For February
Feb. 7 Bobby & Patti Taylor
Feb. 14 John & Marsha Disher

Ushers for February

Feb.7  Gene Bondurant, Steve Capps
Corky Holman, Ronnie Hunter
Feb. 14 Eddie Hughes, Jim Humphreys,
Ronnie Hunter, Corky Holman
Feb. 21 Steve Capps, Tony Earnest,
Corky Holman, Ronnie Hunter
Feb. 28 Steve Capps, Wilson Creswell,

Ronald Failor, Ronnie Hunter

SCHEDULE

Feb. 21 Vickie & Anne-Marie Failor
Feb. 28 Henry & Becky Philpot

Acolytes for February
Feb. 7 Monroe Stone
Feb. 14 Denise McCloud
Feb. 21 Kevin Baker

Feb. 28 Anne-Marie Failor

Flowers in February
Feb. 7

Feb. 14 Vivian Day
Feb. 21

Feb. 28

NOTE: If you would like to sign up for the
flowers we have a calendar posted outside the

Huckaby Class.
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