Welcome to the worshiping community of
Berea Friendship United Methodist Church.

If you are new to our community, you are welcomed by the God who
welcomes us all, who in Jesus Christ calls us “friends.” You are invited to
participate in the service to the degree you are comfortable. An asterisk (*)
indicates that you are invited to stand as you are able. You are invited to
read aloud those passages that are printed in bold. Welcome to this
assembly of the people of God!

The Order of Worship

A Service of Lessons and Carols
December 14, 2008
3" Sunday of Advent

THE PRELUDE “Hymn Improvisation on Forest Green” (English
Melody)

LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES
TRINITY CHIMES

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP  The King of Glory Comes
(Israeli song, arr.
B.

Pulkingham)
OPENING PRAYER

Beloved in Christ, as we await the great festival of Christmas, let
us pre-

pare ourselves so that we may be shown its true meaning.

Let us hear, in lessons from Holy Scripture, how the
prophets of Israel

foretold that God would visit and redeem the waiting people.
Let us

rejoice, in our carols and hymns, that the good purpose of
God is

being mightily fulfilled. Let us celebrate the promise that our
Lord

and Savior, Jesus Christ, will bring all peoples and all things
into

the glory of God’s eternal kingdom.

But first, let us pray for the world that God so loves, for those who
have

not heard the good news of God, or who do not believe it; for
those who

walk in darkness and the shadow of death; and for the church in
this

place and everywhere, that it may in pure joy lift up the light of the

love of God. (A moment of silence for prayer).

These prayers and praises we humbly offer to God. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES Janet and
Monroe Stone
The First Lesson
Isaiah 40:1-6, 8
To God's people in exile in a faraway land, the prophet Isaiah
announces good news: God is coming back, and bringing the
exiles home.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER

CHORAL RESPONSE
(Danish)

Three-fold Amen

The Second Lesson

Jeremiah 23:5-6

The prophet Jeremiah offers hope for a righteous branch, a just
king

who is yet to come.

*CONGREGATIONAL CAROL
No. 211

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

The Third Lesson

Zechariah 9:9-10

To a nation grown weary of war and weapons, God promises a
king who

will establish a reign of peace.

CHORAL CAROL
Bill Sherrill)

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (arr.

The Fourth Lesson
Luke 1:26-35, 38



The angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will give
birth
To God's promised Son, whose kingdom shall never end.

CHORAL CAROL
(arr. Bill Sherrill)

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

The Fifth Lesson
Luke 2:1-7
Against a background of emperors and taxes, Jesus is born.

*CHORAL CAROL
John Leavitt)

Enatus Est Emmanuel (arr.

(Emmanuel is Born)
The Sixth Lesson
Luke 2:8-16
The shepherds go to see the Savior of the World.

*CONGREGATIONAL CAROL Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
No. 229

The Seventh Lesson
Mark 1:1-14
Jesus proclaims the coming of the Kingdom of God.

CHORAL CAROL
(arr. Bill Sherrill)

O Sing A Song of Bethlehem

CHRISTMAS REFECTION
Pastor Keith Ray

*CONGREGATION CAROL Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
No0.240

OFFERTORY Pastorale
(Corelli)
*DOXOLOGY Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow

No.95

*CONGREGATIONAL CAROL
No. 246

Joy to the World

*EXTINGUISHING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING

*CHORAL BENEDICTION
No. 251

Go, Tell It on the Mountain
(The congregation is invited to sing)

Go, tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere,
go, tell it on the mountain,
that Jesus Christ is born.
*The Postlude Sicilian Suite
(Cottone)

*Those who are able, please stand.

The Flowers are placed in the church today for the glory of God and
in memory of Tommy Creswell by Blanche Creswell

OTHERS TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER Claire Rebecca Philpot, Joe
Philpot, Jay and Vera Hunt, Helen Yockey, Carolyn Hunter, Nick Nichols,
Bob Donaldson, Libby Wingate, Georgiana Dougherty and her neighbor,
(Bobbie Brown), Edith Bynum, and her sons Carl and Jerry, Margaret
Rivers, Eunice Looper, Shirley Dickson'’s friend, (Marvin Lollis), Dub Childs,
Mildred Huckaby, Lucy Hughes, Rachel Palmer, Mildred Pollard, Steve
Hester's mother, (Elva Hester), Jerry Smith, Benson McWhite, Jake
Moorehead, Juanita Sherlin, and Doris Williams.

Margaret Rivers is in The Cottages at Brushy Creek, (Rm. #2- Rose
Cottage) 113 Cottage Creek Circle, Greer, SC 29650.

Morning Circle will meet at Bill's Restaurant at 11:30 on Tuesday,
December 16" for their Christmas Luncheon. Jane Walker will lead the
devotion. Please bring heavy socks to be given to Triune Mercy Center.
Husbands and guests are welcome to attend.

Shalom Circle will meet at the home of Marsha Disher on December 16",
at 6:30 p.m. for a covered dish dinner. We will be collecting food for a
needy family for Christmas.

Christmas Envelopes We have Christmas envelopes placed in the pews
for our missions offering. If you would like to give, please put your envelope
in the offering plate.

Bible Study Bible Study this Wednesday, December 17, 2008 at 4:30 PM in
the B.R. Huckaby classroom. This will be the last class until January 7,
2009. Look forward to seeing you and bring your Bible. For any questions
call Bob Helms@ 295-2973.



Covered Dish Lunch next Sunday following the morning service. Please
come join us and bring your favorite dish.

Newsletter Deadline will be next Saturday, December 20™. We would like
to %et everything in on time because the office will be closed on December
tl

25" and 26"
Staff
Pastor Dr.Keith Ray I
Music Director Bill Sherrill
Organist Sibyl Thomas
Membership Secretary Pat Teat
Youth Director Patti Taylor

Treasurer
Administrative Assistant

THOSE WHO SERVE

Marsha Disher
Debbie Capps

December 17 Susan Leonard-Ray
December 19 Anne-Marie Failor
December 20 Jim Humphreys

Happy Anniversary
December 19 Martha & Benson McWhite

Congratulations to Margaret & Andy Watts (parents of Patti Taylor)

Liturgist Bill Sherrill

Acolyte Kevin Baker

Trustee Patti Taylor

Stewardship Pat Teat

Altar Guild Mary Penland

Nursery Laura Gould

Ushers: Eddie Hughes, Jim Humphreys

Ronnie Hunter, Corky Holman

For Your Information (and inspiration)!
Attendance — Sunday December 7
Sunday School -54 Worship -119
Financial Report for December 7'":
Received for Budget $5,692.27

Wednesday Night Supper
December 17
Beef Tips, Rice, Rolls
Black-eyed Peas, Slaw
Banana Pudding
Tea, Water Coffee

Happy Birthday
December 14 Scott Beasley
December 15 Laura Brown

Barbara Durham
Diane Greer

on their 57™ Wedding Anniversary which was on December 8™.

Reminder: If you would like the youth to deliver Christmas Cards

for you, please put them on the table in the back of the
sanctuary. Cost per card will be 25 cents.



